									January, 2012
Enough light for the next step

“Often we want to be able to see into the future. We say, "How will next year be for me? Where will I be five or ten years from now?" There are no answers to these questions. Mostly we have just enough light to see the next step: what we have to do in the coming hour or the following day. The art of living is to enjoy what we can see and not complain about what remains in the dark. When we are able to take the next step with the trust that we will have enough light for the step that follows, we can walk through life with joy and be surprised at how far we go. Let's rejoice in the little light we carry and not ask for the great beam that would take all shadows away.” Henri Nouwen

To start the year off I asked a question to the moms at one of our programs, “Who here has broken a new year’s resolution at some part of their lives?”  It was very clear that we all had at one point or another.  Making each goal at the beginning of the year, with such enthusiasm and thinking this year will be different and somehow and in some way within minutes, hours, months the New Year’s resolution has been broken.  We talked about why this is.   What came up as one of the biggest reasons had to do with failure to set appropriate goals and plan it out by being specific.  Asking questions like, “What do I want to achieve? Why do I want to achieve this goal? How will I achieve this goal? And how will I know this goal is accomplished?”  We took some time to individually write down goals for this coming year by answering these questions.  It was so fun to talk about our goals afterwards. 

As I sit here and thinking about goals and dreams that I have for Stepping Stones this coming year I’m reminded that I need to be flexible and ask for God to do the leading as He gives just enough light for the next step and to learn to be comfortable with that. We can have our plans but God knows the future. I’m reminded of Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”. 

A Special Gift
 
We have a lot of amazing donors who support Youth Unlimited staff members with monthly donations, and I recently found out that one of those amazing donor's wants to help me with my staff account! An anonymous donor has offered to match any NEW monthly donations made to my staff account between January and April 2012 up to $300.00, for a period of one year. This is such an amazing gift for me but I need your help in order to utilize it.

If you would consider donating $20 a month to my staff account it would instantly become $40 a month!
 
There are three easy ways to make your donation:

1. Complete the enclosed form and mail it in to the Youth Unlimited office,
2. Email Wilma Holmes at finance@youthunlimited.com, or
3. Phone Wilma Holmes at Youth Unlimited 604-590-3759.

If you, or someone you know, would like to consider helping me with my staff account, I would be ever so grateful for your support ... and that of my anonymous donor! Tax receipts available for all donations. 

Thanks for standing with me, 



Cherise Buikema 




I like this quote from a song by Josh Garrels but I’m not sure if it fits with this letter.  What do you think? So much 

“more to life than we’ve been told 
It’s full of beauty that will unfold 
And shine like you struck gold my wayward son 
That deadweight burden weighs a ton 
Go down into the river and let it run 
And wash away all the things you’ve done 
Forgiveness alright”

